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J. Michael (Mike) Party is Owner and President of Beryl Oil and Gas, LP and a 
General Partner in Cardinal Resources, LLC and has been working in the Oil 
and Gas industry for 42 years. He is a Certified Geologist within the State of
Texas and is a Certified Petroleum Geologist and Certified Petroleum 
Geophysicist by the American Association of Petroleum Geologists.

Dan Dziedzic retired in 2018 after a 35-year career in the mining and telecommunications industries. 
Dan began his career working for Shell Mining in the coal mining industry before marriage and 
relocation to St. Louis where he joined Southwestern Bell. Over the years of Southwestern Bell evolving 
to SBC and AT&T, Dan's career spanned a variety of assignments in the outside plant and then moved 
into information technology where Dan managed area code splits/overlays and the billing and 
customer care applications. At AT&T, he helped modernize the billing systems and later at Charter/
Spectrum supported the transformation of the ordering system.

Dan received a bachelor of science in electrical engineering in 1983 from the University of Missouri -
Rolla, now Missouri University of Science and Technology. Dan earned his master of business 
administration from Washington University in St. Louis in 1990. He is a registered professional 
engineer and former registered representative in the securities industry.

In addition to our Miner Alumni Association, Dan is very involved with his fraternity, Phi Kappa Theta, 
here on campus serving as alumni advisor to both the chapter and housing corporation, a Trustee to our 
local foundation and a financial advisor to all three organizations. Dan supports our excellent local 
Greek system, serving on our greek alumni committee. Dan is also involved with the Academy of Sacred 
Heart having served on the Board for many years and continues as a member of the buildings, grounds 
and technology committees.

Dan is married to Charla Niccoli Dziedzic, CSci'83, MS CSci'90, and has two children. Our daughter, Rose, 
is currently working on her PhD in cellular and molecular biology at Johns Hopkins and our son, 
Andrew, is currently pursuing his law degree at the University of Michigan. As Rose recently married, 
Dan has a new son-in-law, Casey Rayburg, who teaches mathematics at the United States Naval 
Academy.




