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J. Michael (Mike) Party is Owner and President of Beryl Oil and Gas, LP and a 
General Partner in Cardinal Resources, LLC and has been working in the Oil 
and Gas industry for 42 years. He is a Certified Geologist within the State of
Texas and is a Certified Petroleum Geologist and Certified Petroleum 
Geophysicist by the American Association of Petroleum Geologists.

David currently works for Microsoft in their Strategic Missions & Technologies division, leading product 
strategy and execution for a portfolio of applications geared towards accelerating the adoption of cloud 
computing technologies in the U.S. Government, highly regulated companies, and the broader public 
sector. Before transitioning to Microsoft, he worked for Amazon and Lockheed Martin in program 
leadership and engineering centric roles in Missouri and Texas.

At Missouri S&T David earned a bachelor’s degree in engineering management. During his studies, 
David was a leader in Student Council, the Student Union Board (SUB), American Society for 
Engineering Management (ASEM), the Institute of Industrial and Systems Engineers (IISE) and Pi 
Kappa Alpha. 

Beyond his studies at S&T, David obtained a Master of Business Administration (MBA) from the 
University of Texas, a Master of System Engineering (M.S.) from Southern Methodist University and had 
been licensed as a professional engineering (P.E.) in Texas.

David currently lives in Seattle, Washington with his wife, Tara, who is also an S&T alumna and their 
two kids. He enjoys spending time with his family exploring all that the Pacific Northwest has to offer, 
traveling to see new parts of the world, and tinkering as a hobbyist software engineer. 


