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Senior Military Analyst, Advancia Corporation (Ret) Director, Area 20

J. Michael (Mike) Party is Owner and President of Beryl Oil and Gas, LP and a 
General Partner in Cardinal Resources, LLC and has been working in the Oil 
and Gas industry for 42 years. He is a Certified Geologist within the State of
Texas and is a Certified Petroleum Geologist and Certified Petroleum 
Geophysicist by the American Association of Petroleum Geologists.

During his 34 years on active and reserve status as an Army Engineer Keith commanded engineer units 
at company, battalion, group and brigade levels and had 17 overseas deployments to countries in Asia, 
the Middle East and South America. He retired as a brigadier general in 2004.

After military retirement, Keith joined Advancia Corporation as a senior military analyst and program 
manager for contingency engineering. He was also an adjunct professor at Webster University teaching 
evening classes to officers at Fort Leonard Wood working toward graduate degrees in environmental 
management

Keith earned a bachelor's degree in geology and geophysics in 1970, a master's degree in geology and 
geophysics in 1971, a Ph.D. in Geology and Geophysics in 1973, and received an honorary professional 
degree in geology and geophysics from Missouri S&T in 2003. He is also a graduate of the U.S. Army 
Command and General Staff College, the U.S. Army War College and the National Defense University.

Since retirement ,he has been active in the Rolla community and supporting Missouri S&T. He has 
served as president of the Alpha Kappa/Pi Kappa Alpha Educational Foundation for the past 15 years, 
served three years as president of the Academy of Mines and Metallurgy, and on the Alumni Advisory 
Board for the Geology and Geophysics Program at Missouri S&T. He and his wife have been members of 
the Missouri S&T Order of the Golden Shillelagh donor society since 2005.




