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J. Michael (Mike) Party is Owner and President of Beryl Oil and Gas, LP and a 
General Partner in Cardinal Resources, LLC and has been working in the Oil 
and Gas industry for 42 years. He is a Certified Geologist within the State of
Texas and is a Certified Petroleum Geologist and Certified Petroleum 
Geophysicist by the American Association of Petroleum Geologists.

Paul Hirtz is employed at Missouri S&T as part of the Office of the Dean of Students. In his role, he 
serves as Missouri S&T's senior conduct officer. He is also given the privilege to work the Office of 
Student Involvement, specifically S&T's Greek organizations where he enjoys the opportunity to
work with leaders throughout the Greek community. 

Prior to joining the Office of the Dean of Students, Paul served the campus in a variety of roles during 
his more than two decades with Missouri S&T. He spent time as a technology liaison supporting 
information systems and technology improvements for the Division of Student Affairs, asstistant 
director for Residential Life, associate director for the Student Design and Experiential Learning Center, 
and an adjunct professor in Engineering Management. Before joining Missouri S&T, he was with 
Dierberg's Markets for just over a decade and owned a lawn and landscaping company in the St. Louis 
area.

Paul earned a bachelor's degree in engineering management from Missouri S&T in 1995. He continued 
his education at Missouri S&T earning his master's degree and PhD in engineering management in 
1997 and 2002 respectfully.

Paul gives of his time to many different organizations in addition to the Miner Alumni Association. He 
serves as the chapter advisor for S&T's Delta Sigma Phi fraternity, a Scouts BSA leader, an officer with 
the local Knights of Columbus, and volunteers with his local Catholic church and several youth sports 
programs. Paul also was a founding member of the Innovators Educational Foundation, the 
organization that hosts collegiate solar car challenges in North America including the American Solar 
Challenge where he has served as volunteer for more than two decades.

Paul is married to Julie (Stevens) Hirtz, ME'99, EMgt'99, MS ME'00. They live in Rolla with their four 
children; Landon, Kathryn, Connor and Mason. Paul and Julie are members of the Order of the Golden 
Shillelagh, where Paul served six years with the Board of Directors previously.




